Keystone Oaks High School Speech and Communications 9
Mission Statement: The KOSD’s mission is to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society.
Course Orientation and Expectations:

The purpose of this course is to encourage students to develop their listening and speaking skills so as to communicate more effectively. Students will be introduced to the communication process, small group discussion, public speaking and debate. There will be emphasis placed on the development of two independent skills: listening critically and speaking effectively.

Learning Goals:

1.	Explore elements of effective nonverbal communication. 2.	Develop organization/outlining skills.
3.	Deliver presentations that combine speech strategies. 4.	Employ English conventions.
5.	Evaluate the effectiveness of speakers. 6.	Research a variety of timely topics.
7.	Develop and build a strong sense of self-confidence and self-reliance in speaking situations

Units of Study:

●	The Communication Process

●	Speaking to Inform, Persuade or Entertain ●	Effective Organization
●	Listening Skills

●	Speech Preparation and Presentation ●	Effective Language and Rhetoric

Classroom Supplies:

●	Unit packets (provided and retained in the classroom)

Late Assignment Policy:

Students will be penalized 10% of the grade each day an assignment is late. IMPORTANT NOTE:
Come to class ready to give your speech: Do not say, “I’m not ready.” You will have plenty of class time to prepare and practice your speeches; UTILIZE YOUR TIME WISELY! Also, remember to practice your speeches at home. The more you recite your speech, the better your presentation will be.

Classroom Expectations:

1.	Treat everyone with dignity and respect. Always value what others have to say. 2.	Come to class prepared to learn and participate.
3.	Be on time.

4.	Remember common courtesies (raise hand to be recognized, do not use profanity, listen to others when they are speaking, do not interrupt, stay in your seat.
5.	No eating, drinking, grooming or sleeping in class.

6.	Obey all rules in the Student Handbook and Code of Conduct.

7.	Your phone or any other electronic device should never be visible in this classroom without my express permission.

Oral Presentations and Outlines (including, but not limited to): 1.	Introductory Presentation
2.	Work Out Speech 3.	Speak Out message
4.     Entertainment Speech 5.     Demonstration Speech
6.	Debate, Panel Discussion or Political Speech 7.	Impromptu Speeches
8.	Extemporaneous Speech 9.	Persuasion Speech

Grading Policy: Each speaking assignment will involve both a written and spoken component. All work is graded with rubrics that will be shared with students prior to the assignment. All speeches will be written in class.

