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From the Superintendent’s Desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we prepare for the start of the 2016/2017 school year, I hope that the  
summer has provided your family with quality time and relaxation. Regardless 
of age, the first day of school is an exciting time that provides each student 
with the opportunity to continue their growth, education, and engagement in 
the school community. As an educator, this is an exciting time for me to see the 
return of the students as they begin another academic year. There is always a 
sense of uncertainty as to what the new school year will bring, but it is a time 
of excitement to begin to explore and engage with more knowledge and to see 
students reunite with classmates. Research has shown that increased student 
engagement in school life – academics, arts, athletics, and activities – leads to 
higher performance and achievement.  

The main purpose of education is to increase student learning, achievement, and 
overall development. As stated in the District’s Strategic Plan, Keystone Oaks’ 
mission is “to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical  
thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society.” The  
experience of academic excellence begins in our elementary schools and  
permeates through the Middle School and High School. Our K-12 curriculum, both 
in the academics and the arts, reinforces and nurtures basic skills along with 
challenging even the most capable of students. 

The high school years are very important in the lives of young people. These are 
the years that our students begin to focus more heavily on careers and life after 
high school. The students are exposed to many different curricula that allow 
them to build upon the foundations from elementary and middle school and to 
apply knowledge to new experiences while developing collaboration,  
problem-solving, and critical thinking skills. 

In addition, there is a focus on developing responsible citizens who understand 
the importance of life-long learning and development intellectually, physically, 
socially, and emotionally. The High School curricula promotes such learning. By 
engaging students within and outside of the classroom, students will continue to 
build their areas of strength and explore new topics and activities. 

The tools that support this learning and achievement are also changing. The 
advancement of various forms of technology has contributed to the explosion 
of knowledge and information for students to process. Today, knowledge is just 
a click away with all of the electronic devices that students and adults have at 
their fingertips.  Here at Keystone Oaks, we emphasize the importance of the 
curriculum driving the technology changes and not the opposite. It is our hope to 
engage students in the learning process and instill in them a life-long passion for 
learning.

Hopefully this publication will provide you with a lot of information you need to 
help your child be prepared for the new school year. The District website is also a 
good resource for additional information. 

Throughout the year, we count on the support of the parents. Do  
familiarize yourself with the information in this publication and make sure your 
son or daughter is up-to-date as well. In addition, please know that your input 
throughout the year is appreciated and be involved when and where you can. 

During these last few days of the summer season, take the time with family and 
friends to enjoy some final summer activities. I wish all of our students a  
successful school year that will provide the best opportunities for them to grow 
intellectually, socially, emotionally, and physically. 

Sincerely,

Dr. William P. Stropkaj
Superintendent        
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Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year! The administration and faculty are  
excited to begin another year of school with our student body. It is our goal to  
provide our students with a sense of purpose and well-being. We plan on  
accomplishing this by engaging, challenging, motivating, and supporting our students 
in all aspects of their high school career. Expectations for students at the high school 
level are that they take responsibility for their academics, attendance, and behavior. 
However, the more interested and involved you are as a parent will only enhance 
your child’s educational experience. We encourage you to attend our Open House 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on September 14th, along with our parent conferences. 
This year’s Open House will be in conjunction with the College Fair.  This will provide 
all stakeholders with the opportunity to speak directly to representatives from more 
than 30 colleges and universities. 

As our students return to the high school this year, there are a few changes that have 
occurred over the summer. One such change has occurred in the Guidance  
Department.  Mrs. Tom (formerly Ms. Chambers) will be responsible for students that 
have last names beginning with the letters A-K and Ms. Varrenti will be working with 
students L-Z.  Also, this year the Guidance Department will be available to assist 
with any scheduling issues prior to the first day of school. If you are unable to make 
one of these dates, time will be made available the first few days of school to fix any 
scheduling conflicts. Otherwise, students are encouraged to attend on the designated 
date and time, if their class schedule has conflicts: 

 August 22nd  10th grade students 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

   11th grade students 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

 August 23rd 12th grade students 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

 August 24th 9th grade students after 9th Grade Orientation

Our 9th Grade Orientation will be on August 24th, starting at 9:00 a.m. in the High 
School Auditorium. Parents are encouraged to attend with their child. Students will 
receive their schedule, take a tour of the high school and have the opportunity to ask  
questions. 

There have also been a significant number of room changes this summer in order to 
more effectively provide instruction. Please have your child check their schedule on 
Power School for the appropriate homeroom number. Student schedules will be  
available in PowerSchool beginning on Monday, August 15, 2016. 

The following information will help ensure a successful first day of school for your 
child:

From the desk of  
Dr. Keith Hartbauer

• The cafeteria will be serving breakfast and lunch the first day of school.  
Breakfast will be served from 7:15 a.m. to 7:45 a.m. for $1.25 and the student 
lunch will be $2.35 for a regular lunch.  However, prices are subject to change. 

• Students arriving late will sign in at the bottom floor high school office.  

• Students needing an early dismissal will report to the high school office on the 
second floor.

• Any student who will be driving to school must have a parking pass.  If you do not 
havea parking pass, applications are available in the second floor office. 

• Student schedules will be distributed in homeroom on the first day of school.  
However, students may view their schedule on PowerSchool beginning on Monday, 
August 15, 2016. 

• A bus pass and transportation letter was mailed for any student riding a bus this 
school year.  

• Parkway West Vocational Technical School classes will begin Monday, August 23, 
2016.  All Parkway students should have received in the mail, the bus schedule 
which is to be followed when Parkway has classes and Keystone Oaks does not. 

• Some students will be using the lockers and combinations previously assigned.  
Only freshmen, juniors, and new students will receive a new locker and  
combination.  The locker numbers and combinations will be issued by the homeroom  
teachers on the first day of school. 

• Upon arrival on August 29th, all students are to report to their assigned  
homerooms.  Student schedules, locker numbers, and other pertinent information 
will be distributed in homerooms.

As always, if you should have any questions or concerns about the upcoming school 
year, feel free to contact the high school and we will do our best to assist you. Enjoy 
the rest of the summer with family and friends, we look forward to seeing our  
student body for another exciting year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Keith Hartbauer
High School Principal
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Dear Keystone Oaks Families:

The 2015-2016 school year was a productive year in the areas of curriculum, instruction, 
assessment, and staff development, as the district continued implementation of PA Core 
Standards, premiered full day kindergarten, and prepared to launch an elementary STEAM 
program.  Additionally, district art and music teachers continued curriculum writing and 
professional development with the Arts Education Collaborative.

As the district implemented PA Core Standards, k-8 English/language arts and mathematics 
teachers, as well as the high school English department, attended multiple professional  
development sessions to learn about the new standards; these were held in-house,  
facilitated by Dr. Varley, or at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit. The sessions focused on the 
organization of the new standards, incorporating the Math Practice Standards, developing 
rigorous performance tasks, using close reading to teach more complex fiction and non-
fiction, and teaching students to write arguments.

After a lengthy selection process, the middle school selected new resources in English/ 
language arts, Collections, and mathematics, Big Ideas Math. Collections was chosen for its 
mix of fiction and non-fiction and contemporary and traditional texts. Big Ideas Math was 
chosen for its match to our new middle school math sequence (see below) and its use of 
real world, complex application tasks. Both programs feature vast online resources, and 
students will use Chromebooks in the classroom.

Middle School Math Sequence

Current 6th Grade:

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018

Math 6 Fundamentals of Math 7 Fundamentals of Math 8

Accelerated Math 6 Math 7 Math 8

Honors Pre-Algebra Honors Algebra 1 Honors Geometry

 
Current 5th Grade:

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018

Fundamentals of Math 6 Fundamentals of Math 7 Fundamentals of Math 8

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8

Accelerated Math 6 Accelerated Math 7 Honors Algebra 1

Curriculum Update

Keystone Oaks debuted full day kindergarten in the past school year. Our kindergarten team 
met regularly to refine the program, resulting in a comprehensive screening process and a 
transition week to begin the kindergarten year. Current kindergartners were dismissed a 
week early this year so that new students could attend a half- day session to meet the  
kindergarten teachers, participate in a variety of stations, and complete the Brigance  
assessment. Results of the screening will help the team to develop class lists and plan 
instruction to meet the needs of all of our students. Kindergartners will also ease into the 
full day schedule this year by participating in a transition week, beginning with orientation 
on the first day of school, progressing through three days with an early dismissal, leading to 
the fifth day as the first full day.

The district will launch a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) course as 
an elementary special in the 2016-2017 school year. The district received a $20,000 grant 
from The Center for Creativity at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit to develop the course 
and was also accepted to the Carnegie Science Center STEM Pathway. The grant will be used 
to purchase furniture and resources for the STEAM course, which will be based on children’s 
literature to inspire design challenges using recycled materials.

District art and music teachers continued working with the Arts Education Collaborative for 
professional development and to develop curriculum. From this work, a new elementary 
program called Studio and Stage premiered as an alternative to the traditional concert and 
art show. Teachers Lisa Thoft and Rob Naser created the program and received a grant from 
Remake Learning. We hope to extend this program across the elementary schools in the 
upcoming year. 

2015-2016 was an exciting year, and we look forward to even better things to come!

Sincerely, 

Dr. Shannon Varley
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment & Staff Development
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High School Supply Lists
 
English Classes
Students should have the following supplies for all 
high school English classes:

• Binder or pocket folder for class
• Notebook
• Pencils
• Pens
• Highlighters
• Flash drive
• Kleenex
• Hand sanitizer

Math Classes
• Ti 30x2s calculator
• Dry erase markers
• Ruler
• 1 pack of 3-hole notebook paper
• Graph Paper
 
Geometry
• Protractor (in addition to the supplies above)

Algebra 1, Aglebra 2, Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus,  
Calculus & Statistics
• Ti 83/84 plus calculators (in addition to the  
supplies above)

Science Classes
The following supplies are required for each  
science course:

• 3-ring binder: 1 inch with pockets
• 1 package of lined notebook paper with three 
holes
• Pencils, pens, erasers
• 1 set of highlighters – 4 different colors
• TI 30XII-S Calculator (standard)
• Pocket folder
• 1 set of dry erase markers – 4 different colors
• Post-it notes – standard 3x3 size, multiple colors

In addition, high school biology classes require:

• Lysol wipes
• Hand sanitizer
• Sharpie markers
• White out

Social Studies Classes
Government & Economics (All Classes)
• 1 2-inch 3-ring binder
• 1 pack of 3-hole notebook paper
• Pencils/pens
 
Modern American History (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
 
AP US History (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
 
AP Comparative Politics & Government
• 1 2-inch 3-ring binder
• 1 pack of 3-hole notebook paper
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
 
World History (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Folder
• Pencils/pens
 
AP European History (All Classes)
• Notebooks
• Pencils/pens
 
AP Psychology (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
 
Sociology (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
 
Psychology (All Classes)
• Notebook
• Pencils/pens
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School Hours 
The daily schedule for the High School for the 2016-
2017 school year is 7:45 a.m. - 2:36 p.m. for  
students. Office hours are 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
daily. 

Tardy Policy 
A student will be considered tardy to school if s/he 
is not in homeroom when the late bell sounds at 7:50 
a.m.

Students arriving to school after 7:50 a.m. are to  
report to the high school office (lower-level) office 
for a tardy slip. Any student who arrives late and 
does not sign in will be marked absent for the day 
and is subject to receiving a detention or suspension 
for violation of the sign-in rule.  Any student arriving 
after 8:20 a.m. will be marked absent for one-half 
day.Students requesting an early dismissal will turn 
in their form on the second floor attendance office. 

Attendance Policy 
Any student having an attendance rate of less than 
90% will not be eligible to participate in or attend 
any school sponsored event. No student shall  
practice or participate in any athletic competition 
or other activity groups on days s/he is absent from 
school, arrives late (after 8:30 am), or leaves early 
unless permission is given in writing from the office 
of the principal. 

Absences will be excused for: personal illness; 
death in the immediate family; quarantine; certain 
religious holidays; professional medical services; 
impassable roads; college visitations (maximum of 
three for seniors, one for juniors); family  
educational vacations (maximum of five days/year); 
or absences approved in advance by the principal.

PowerSchool 
The District utilizes PowerSchool as the Student 
Information System. All parents with Internet access 
can view important information, including grades, 
for their children. For more information, visit the 
“Parents” section of the Keystone Oaks School  

Key Information for High School Students & Parents
District website and click on “Parent Access to Power 
School.”

Electronic Report Card Delivery 
Keystone Oaks now utilizes electronic progress 
report and report card delivery for high school 
students. Progress reports and report cards are sent 
electronically to parents/guardians’ e-mail addresses 
that are on file in the PowerSchool system. The 
reports are sent as a PDF attachment that can be 
opened on any computer or electronic device. The 
files will be sent using a secure system, ensuring that 
a student’s progress report and/or report card is only 
sent to the e-mail addresses linked to that student in 
PowerSchool. 

If you have any questions or feedback, please  
contact Dr. Keith Hartbauer, High School Principal,  
hartbauer@kosd.org, 412-571-6040

Code of Conduct/Student Handbooks Online 
The 2016-2017 Code of Conduct and Student/ 
Parent Handbooks is available for review on the  
Distric website. The Code of Conduct includes  
important information on a number of District  
policies. This information will be reviewed by the 
building principal at the beginning of the school 
year. Students and parents/guardians must return a  
“Sign-Off” sheet, indicating that they have read and 
understand the Code of Conduct. 

Class Schedules 
Student schedules will be distributed in homeroom 
on the first day of school. However, students may 
view their schedule on PowerSchool beginning on 
Monday, August 15, 2016. 

Emergency Medical Information 
Each student receives an emergency card at the 
start of the school year. The information on this card 
is very important in the event a child has a  
medical emergency and contact with the parent/
guardian is necessary. A copy of this card is kept on 
file in the nurse’s office and the principal’s office.  
Please return the completed card as soon as  

possible.  If any information changes during the 
school year, please notify the nurse’s office at (412) 
571-6047, guidance at (412) 571-6070, and  
attendance (412) 571-6035.

Locker Assignments 
Lockers are provided for all students. The security 
of the contents of the locker is the responsibility of 
the student. Combination locks have been installed 
on each locker.  Each student will have access to a 
locker and be responsible for remembering his/her 
combination.  Unless specific permission has been 
granted by a principal, students may not put their 
own locks on a locker.

Lockers will be assigned to all students by the  
homeroom teachers at the beginning of the school 
year.  Each student is to use the locker assigned to 
him/her.  The sharing of lockers is prohibited. Any 
student having a problem with his/her locker should 
report it to the principal’s office.

Morning Announcements 
Important announcements about student activities, 
athletics and events will be made during Homeroom 
each morning. Announcements will be posted on the 
High School section of the website and will be sent 
to parents through the School Messenger system 
two times each week. Parents and students are also 
encouraged to sign up for the District’s weekly  
e-newsletter to receive important news directly in 
their inbox. 

Transportation & Activity Buses  
Student bus passes will be arriving in the mail the 
week of August 15. 

Activity buses are offered for students at both the 
middle school and high school. A 5:30 p.m. daily  
activity bus will be available beginning on the first 
day of school with drop off locations in Dormont, 
Castle Shannon & Green Tree. A 4:30 p.m. activity 
bus will also be available beginning September 6, 
2016 and will run on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
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Student Parking Permits 
Studet parking permits will be availbe in the second 
floor high school office beginning on the first day of 
school. Parking permits are free of charge. Students 
who are driving must obtain their parking permit 
within the first 10 days of school. After that time, 
students without a parking pass will receive a  
citation and a fine. 

School Visitors 
All visitors to Keystone Oaks High School must sign in 
at the High School Office and leave a driver’s license 
or photo identification for the duration of the visit. 
Anyone wishing to “casually” visit a teacher or high 
school faculty member may only do so after classes 
are dismissed at 2:36 p.m. 

CHIP Insurance 
Pennsylvania’s Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) has expanded to cover all uninsured kids and 
teens in Pennsylvania. Now, no family makes too 
much money to qualify for CHIP. 

If you need health insurance, it is worth looking 
into CHIP. In fact, your kids may be able to continue 
visiting the same cdoctors. Coverage is available for 
doctors visits, immunizations, emergency care,  
prescriptions, dental and eye care. 

For more information, visit  
www.CHIPcoversPAkids.com or call 1-800-986-KIDS 
(5437). 

FERPA 
Every parent has rights guaranteed by the  
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
relative to the review and correction of his/her 
child’s educational records. In addition, a child’s 
records cannot be released without written parental 
consent, except for directory information and to 
agencies or in incidents specified by policy. Directory 
information is defined by FERPA as name, address, 
telephone number, date and place of birth, field 
of study, honors won, office held, recognition for 

Key Information for High School Students & Parents
achievements, post high school endeavors,  
recognition of graduating seniors, participation is 
officially recognized activities and sports, weight 
and height (for athletic teams), dates of attendance, 
enrollment status, degrees and awards received and 
the last educational agency or institution attended 
by the student. 

A parent who does not want directory information 
released about his/her child must provide notice in 
writing. For more details, contact the Supervisor of 
Pupil Services at 412-571-6013. 

Medications at School  
The following requirements must be met in order for 
prescription medications to be dispensed at school:

• Medication must be in original container.

• Must carry a prescription label with the child’s 
name, drug identification, dosage instructions, 
doctor’s name and prescription date

• The prescription must be current.

• A doctor’s written prescription and a parent  
medicine permission form must be submitted to 
the school nurse.

• Prescribed medication will be administered by 
the school nurse or health aide. 

High School Mini Phone Directory

Dr. Keith Hartbauer, Principal.............412-571-6040 
hartbauer@kosd.org

Christina DeAngelis, Secretary............412-571-6035 
deangelis@kosd.org

Kathy Snape, Secretary.....................412-571-6039 
snape@kosd.org

Nicole Varrenti, Counselor.................412-571-6068 
varrenti@kosd.org

Jennifer Tom, Counselor....................412-571-6067 
tom@kosd.org

Nancy Smay, Guidance Secretary.........412-571-6070 

smay@kosd.org

Judy Fritz, Nurse............................412-571-6073 
fritz@kosd.org

Mark Elphinstone, Athletic Director......412-571-6046 
elphinstone@kosd.org

Lunch Menu 
August 29 - September 2

Monday 
Chicken Parmesan Sandwich,  
Field Green Salad, Wing Bar,  

Fruit/Juice, Milk

Tuesday 
Hot Ham & Cheese on Pretzel Bun,  
Sweet Potato Wedges, Nacho Bar,  

Fruit/Juice, Milk

Wednesday 
Macaroni & Cheese, Peas & Carrots,  

Taco Bar, Fruit/Juice, Milk

Thursday 
Buffalo Chicken Wrap, Corn, Caesar Salad Bar,  

Fruit/Juice, Milk

Friday 
Corn Dog, Broccoli, Pasta Bar,  
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District Information
Student Registration 
Kindergarten and new students registrations are 
processed at Central Administration, localed near 
the high school main entrance. Questions regarding 
registration should be directed to Maureen Connor, 
Registration Secretary. She can be reached at  
412-571-6162 or connor@kosd.org. 

The registration packet is available for download 
on the District’s website, under the “Registration” 
section on the homepage. Parent(s)/guardian(s) are 
required to provide a copy of the child’s proof of age, 
up-to-date immunization records and two proofs of 
residency. If the child has attended another school 
previously, Keystone Oaks will request a transfer of 
records once the parent has signed a release form. 

Comcast Internet Essentials 
Comcast offers its Internet Essentials program to 
families in southwestern PA who meet the  
following criteria:

• Have at least one child who qualifies for the 
National School Lunch Program.

• Do not have outstanding debt to Comcast that is 
less than a year old. Families with  
outstanding debt more than one year old may 
still be eligible.

• Live in an area where Comcast Internet  
Service is available but have not subscribed to it 
within the last 90 days.

To learn more and to apply for the program, visit 
https://apply.internetessentials.com/ or call 
1-855-8-INTERNET (1-855-846-8376). 

Microsoft Student Advantage 
Microsoft’s Student Advantage Program gives Key-
stone Oaks students the opportunity to  
download the Microsoft Office 365 program suite on 
five devices, including desktop PCs and Macs, laptop 
computers, tablets and smart phones. The program 
suite includes Microsoft programs Word, Excel, Power 

Point, Outlook, Publisher, OneNote, Access and Lync. 

To get started:

1. Enter https://login.microsoftonline.com into 
your browser. 

2. Students should use the username and  
password they use for logging into a  
computer at school (Ex: johndoe@kosd.org). The 
“johndoe” part will be different for each stu-
dent.

3. Once students log in, they should follow the 
prompts to download the programs. 

The District encourages families to take  
advantage of the program and to help ensure that 
their child/children have access to Internet and to 
the same quality software at home that students are 
using in school on a daily basis. If you have questions 
about log in credentials, please contact Aaron Smith, 
Director of Technology, at asmith@kosd.org. 

School Closing & Delay Procedures

Our district’s staff understands that our decision 
to open or close schools in bad weather has a ma-
jor effect on families. We also understand that our 
students are better served - both academically and 
socially - by being in school. But as always, our top 
priority is the safety of our students.

Please understand that we make the decision to open 
or close the schools in bad weather based on a  
careful analysis of all relevant factors, such as: 

• Information on road conditions from  
transportation staff and from the police. We must 
give careful consideration to the most dangerous 
roads in the district. Even i f your street looks clear, 
travel elsewhere in the district may be dangerous. 
Also, we must consider that some high school  
students drive to school. 
• Amount of snow and ice accumulated. 
• Whether precipitation is continuing. 

• Building conditions (such as whether we have 
electricity and heat). 
• Temperature and wind chill. Please remember 
that some of our students walk to school and 
some must wait outside for the bus. 
• Weather predictions. We prefer not making our 
decision based on weather predictions, which 
are not always accurate; but sometimes this is 
unavoidable. 
• What other school districts are doing. We also 
share information with other local districts and 
check whether they are opening or closing.

The superintendent is responsible for the final 
decision, based on the above factors and  
recommendations from our transportation  
providers and our local police departments. 

School delays and cancellations are posted in the 
following places:

• WPXI-TV
• WTAE-TV
• KDKA-TV
• The District’s website, www.kosd.org. 
• The District’s social media accounts, Facebook 
and Twitter

Finally, we also have an emergency notifica-
tion system, called SchoolMessenger, that sends 
out emails, text messages and automated phone 
messages to District families that register for the 
free service. Do not call the school unless it is an 
emergency. 

Due to the need to notify transportation providers, 
every effort is made to make the decision as soon 
as possible. We also make every effort to not have 
to reverse a decision once it is made, however, due 
to worsening conditions, please keep in mind that 
this is not always possible. 
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Introducing: Keystone Oaks Administrative Team

9

Dr. William Stropkaj 
Superintendent of Schools

Dr. William Stropkaj is entering his fifth school 
year as Superintendent. Since joining  
Keystone Oaks, Dr. Stropkaj oversaw the  
creation of the Strategic Plan and the  
implementation of several strategies,  
including the implementation of new  
elementary math and reading curriculum, new 
middle school math and English/language arts 

curriculum and new high school biology curriculum. Additionally, 
he oversaw the creation of the elementary STEAM program for 
the 2016-2017 school year, the addition of Advanced Placement 
courses at the high school and the transition to a team teaching 
concept in the middle school. 

He also oversaw the creation of a special education plan, as 
well as the restructuring of Special Education and Pupil Services 
departments. 

Aaron Smith 
Director of Technology

Aaron Smith is entering his fourth year with 
the District as the Director of Technology, 
where he has overseen the transition to a 
Google Apps for Education School, the  
introduction of Chromebooks, and the  
creation of a Technology Integration Specialist 
position to assist teachers and students with 
the integration of technology into learning.

Mr. Smith has three children, Austin, Owen and Libby who make 
him laugh when he is not at work.  

Dr. Shannon Varley 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment &  
Staff Development

Shannon Varley is entering her second year as the Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment & Staff Development. In her 
first year, Dr. Varley worked on professional development for PA 
Core, implementation of full day kindergarten, and creation of an 
elementary STEAM program. Prior to working at Keystone Oaks, 
she spent the past 12 years in a similar capacity for the  
Avonworth School District.

Sharon Gologram 
Director of Fiscal Services

Sharon Gologram is entering her second year 
as Keystone Oaks’ Director of Fiscal Services. 
She previously held the position of Business 
Manager & Payroll Accountant with another 
Western Pennsylvania school district, where 
she was responsible for all of the district’s 
financial affairs as well as payroll, FMLA 
requests, personnel files and health insurance 
administration. 

Mrs. Gologram has worked in various finance cpacities for the 
past 20 years. She is a proud Keystone Oaks graduate. 

Suzanne Lochie 
Supervisor of Pupil Services

Suzanne Lochie is beginning her second year 
as Supervisor of Pupil Services. She joined 
Keystone Oaks as the Coordinator of Pupil  
Personnel and Special Education in 2011. 
She also previously worked in the District 
as a Wesley Spectrum school-based mental 
health therapist at the elementary level for 
four years. Following a Bachelor’s program in 

Psychology at Penn State University, Suzanne went on to earn an 
MS. Ed. in School Counseling at Duquesne University and Principal 
Certification at California University of Pennsylvania. Suzanne 
has also maintained her certification as a Licensed Professional 
Counselor and National Board Certified Counselor. 

Desiree Burns 
Supervisor of Special Education

Desiree Burns is beginning her second year 
as the Supervisor of Special Education. She 
comes to Keystone Oaks from Moniteau School 
District, where she worked in a similar role. 
Ms. Burns has worked in special education as 
both an assistant principal and as a teacher 
since 2001. 

Kevin Lloyd 
Director, Food Services

Kevin Lloyd is entering his fourth year as the 
Director of Food Services for the District. In 
his time at KO, he has implemented Farm to 
Fork, the Unlimited Fresh Fruits and  
Vegetables program and the Summer Lunch 
Program, which has provided nearly 15,000 
free lunches to children 18 and younger. Mr. 
Lloyd has more than 30 years of experience in 
the food service industry. 

Sarah Welch 
Coordinator of Communications &  
Public Relations

Sarah Welch is starting her third year as the 
District’s Coordinator of Communications & 
Public Relations. In her first year with the  
District, Mrs. Welch oversaw the redesign of 
the District’s website, implemented a number 
of new social media tools, launched the  
District’s Alumni Achievement Award program.

Prior to joining KO, Mrs. Welch worked in similar roles for Local 
Government Academy, a local non-profit organization, and for 
Moon Township.

John Bruner 
Officer, Keystone Oaks School Police

John Bruner began as KO’s School Police  
Officer in 2015. Officer Bruner has more than 
18 years of experience working in law  
enforcement and is trained in the A.L.I.C.E. 
method of responding to active shooter  
incidents. At KO, Bruner is the Resource  
Officer for all 5 schools and provides  
mentoring and educational programs to all 
District students. 

Chris Swickline 
Director of Buildings, Grounds & 
Transportation

Chris Swickline was appointed to the position 
of Director of Buildings, Grounds &  
Transportation in 2014. He is responsible for 
overseeing all of aspects of building  
maintenance, the custodial and maintenance 
staff members and for coordinating  
transportation. Mr. Swickline has worked 
at Keystone Oaks for 23 years, working in a 
number of capacities in that time. 
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Meet the Building Principals

Jeff Kattan 
Principal, Keystone Oaks Middle 

School

Jeff Kattan has been the Middle School 
Principal since 2014-2015 school year. 
He is a proud graduate of Keystone 
Oaks, and over the past two years has 
been working on developing this same 
pride in the students of KOMS. Through 
the use of the P.E.A.S. students of the 

month program, transitioning of 5th grade students to the 
middle school, and a variety of assemblies throughout the 
school year, the KOMS is becoming a place students want 
to be a part of everyday.

Mark Iampietro 
Principal, Aiken Elementary School

Mark Iampietro is entering his fifth year 
as Principal of Fred L. Aiken Elementary 
School in Green Tree. In his time at 
Aiken, Mr. Iampietro has launched the 
school’s Olweyus Bullying Prevention 
Program, led teachers in implement-
ing the practices in Marzano’s “Art and 
Science of Teacing” and helped create 

a more student-centered approach to teaching, and has 
been instrumental in creating the District’s new  
elementary STEAM program. 

Before coming to Aiken, Mr. Iampietro spent seven years 
working in the Baldwin-Whitehall School District. 

Joe Arcuri 
Principal, Myrtle Avenue  
Elementary School

Joe Arcuri is entering his 12th year as 
Principal at Myrtle Avenue Elementary 
School in Castle Shannon. Under Mr. 
Arcuir’s leadership, Mrytle has been  
selected as a Title 1 Distinguished 
School for two consecutive years. He 
has continued to implement the 

Olweyus Bullying Prevention program by utilizing various 
programs, speakers and assemblies. He has worked with 
Robert Morris University student teachers interested in 
teaching ESL students, has led the school’s efforts to raise 
monies for the American Heart Association, Autism  
Awareness, St. Winifred Food Bank, and Goodwill, among 
others,  and has brought the “Think First for Kids Pro-
gram,” an annual assembly for students K-2 to help  
promote wearing safety helmets and gear while  
riding their bikes and skateboarding, to the school.

Dr. Keith Hartbauer 
Principal, Keystone Oaks High School

Keith Hartbauer will be entering his 
second year as the high school  
principal at Keystone Oaks.  
Throughout his career he has served 
in many capacities, including teacher, 
coach, department chairperson,  
assistant principal, and director of  
alternative education. Dr. Hartbauer’s  

career started in Hamilton, New Jersey where he was a 
Health and Physical Education teacher and head football 
coach. He moved back to Pittsburgh where he worked at 
Peters Township High school in the same capacity. In 2007, 
Dr. Hartbauer accepted an assistant principal position at 
Thomas Jefferson High School, before transitioning to 
Keystone Oaks in 2015.  

In Dr. Hartbauer’ s first year at Keystone Oaks,  the high 
school was able to accomplish and implement many new 
initiatives, including Feel Good Friday’s, EIC Program,  
on-line scheduling, revamped student and athletic  
handbooks, activity periods, Professional Learning  
Communities for teachers, ninth grade mentoring  
program, and move-up day. 

Brian Werner 
Principal, Dormont Elementary 
School

Mr. Brian Werner is entering his third 
year as principal of Dormont  
Elementary School.  In his time there, 
Mr. Werner has implemented the 
school’s theme, “Growth through 
Engagement”, where K-5 students are 
provided with meaningful, rigorous, 

and relevant learning experiences that are meant to help 
them grow academically and socially.  Mr. Werner is proud 
of Dormont Elementary School’s dedicated faculty and 
staff, who are willing to work with parents/guardians for 
the betterment of their child(ren).  “Through our daily 
practice, we strive to provide the tools and experiences 
necessary to help our students along their paths to  
becoming contributing members of an ever-changing 
global community,” Mr. Werner said. 

During his first two years at Dormont Elementary School, 
the staff has been able to accomplish and implement a 
number of initiatives, including the Schoolwide Positive 
Behavior System; the Principal’s 200 Club and individual, 
group, and whole-school rewards, an Accelerated Reader 
Challenge, where children read books and earn free 
books, bookmarks, Smencils, and a ticket for an AR field 
trip; a Summer Reading Adventure, where children read 
books throughout the summer and earn chances to win 
prizes (bound, electronic, and otherwise); and  
Professional Learning Communities for teachers.
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New & Revised District Policies 
Policy No. 237: Educational Use of Student Owned Technology Devices

This policy has been condensed for space. The full version is available online at kosd.org/DistrictPolicies

The purpose of this policy is to acknowldge that student-owned technology devices 
(SOTDs) may offer value to both the student and teacher in a controlled and monitored 
environment and to set forth expectations for appropriate use of existing and emerging 
technologies which students may possess including, but not limited to, all devices that 
can take photographs; record audio or video data; store, transmit or receive messages, 
date or images; or provide a wireless, unfiltered connection to the Internet. 

The District reserves the right to restrict student use of District-owned technologies and 
SOTDs on school property or at school-sponsored events. SOTDs are permitted, but not 
required by the District, for use during the school day for educational purposes and/or in 
approved locations only. 

The District reserves the right to take appropriate action, which may, depending on 
the circumstances, include monitoring, inspecting, copying or reviewing a SOTD or file 
contained on a SOTD when administration has a reasonable suspicion that a violation of 
District policy or applicable law has occurred, and the student and student’s parents/
guardians agree that the District shall have such rights and there is no expectation of 
privacy that would restrict the District’s exercise of such rights. 

If there is reasonable suspicion that a violation of District policy has taken place, the  
device will be confiscated and delivered to the building administrator. The building 
administrator shall alert the Superintendent of the situation if a search is requested. The 
Superintendent must authorize that a search of the device may proceed prior o the search 
taking place. Only a District administrator may search a SOTD. 

Addtional provisions:

• The Keystone Oaks School District teachers and administrators retain full oversight in 
their buildings and classrooms regarding appropriate, necessary and/or permissible use of 
the SOTD. Within the classroom setting, the teacher has full discretion as to if and how a 
device may be used by students. 

• During school hours, all devices are to be kept in silent or vibrate mode. 

• All related School Board policies shall continue to apply, including Policy 862 and Policy 
262, Internet/E-mail Use by Students.

• Access is  privilege, not a right. Students have the option, but are not required by the 
District, to bring his/her SOTD to school. If a student exercises the option to bring their 
SOTD to school, the student and the student’s parents/guardians understand that there is 
a limited expectation of privacy with regard to the SOTD and its content while on school 
premises. 

• Appropriate use of electronic devices shall include any use of such devices for  
educational purposes, such as educational research, which is specifically authorized by a 
classroom teacher with approval from the building administrtion. 

• Any use of electronic devices that leads to the disruption of the instructional/ 
educational process and/or violates the rights of others ia violation of the Code of  
Conduct. Use of his/her SOTD to access, store or transmit inappropriate content or  
engage in any form of bullying or harassment is grounds for immediate SOTD confiscation 
by District staff, building princpal and/or building secretary. 

• Use of SOTDs shall always be in support of educational goals, as identified by each 
teacher. 

• The Disrict reserves the right to control, monitor, log and restrict in size or content 
all network use, e-mail, chat conversations and space available on District workstations, 
laptops or servers. 

• Network bandwith and access is finite and where a decision must be made between  
student use of technology and reliable use of District computers, District computing 
equipment will be given first priority. 

• All District students and parents/guardians shall review this policy and associated  
technology procedures before students use any school and/or personally owned devices 
and the student and parent/guardian shall sign a form indicating their receipt and  
understanding of the student responsibilities set forth in this policy. 

• Students shall not use cellular phones or other electronic devices in any way that may 
cause a teacher or staff member to question whether the student may be cheating on 
tests or academic work or violating copyright policy. 

• The Keystone Oaks School District, its teachers, or other personnel, are not responsible 
for physical loss, data loss or corruption, theft or damage to an SOTD. 

• Student technology support provided for SOTDs will be limited to self-help documents 
posted on the District Intranet or wiki site. 

• SOTDs are not to be used to capture pictures or motion recording of other students, 
teachers, administrators or other individuals without that person’s permission. The  
distribution of any unauthorized media may result in discipline, including but not limited 
to, suspension, criminal charges and expulsion. 

• Taking photos or videos is strictly forbidden AT ALL TIMES in restrooms or locker rooms. 

• The use of SOTDs is forbidden during assemblies and detention. 

• During fire or other emergency drills, or during actual emergencies, students should not 
make phone calls unless absolutely necessary. If a student needs to reach someone, text 
or email messages are permitted. 

• Devices that are not permitted as an approved SOTD shall be identified as an  
unacceptable device in the District’s Administrative Procedures and Guidelines in  
compliance with this policy. 
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New & Revised District Policies 
Policy No. 916: Volunteers/Chaperones

This policy has been condensed for space. The full version is available online at kosd.org/DistrictPolicies

The purpose of this policy is to recognize the many valuable contributions that community 
volunteers make to the District and its students and to recognize the Board’s obligation 
to use reasonable efforts to create a safe learning and teaching environment for students 
and staff members and to protect District facilities and equipment. 

The following are defined in the policy:

•	Adult - an individual eighteen (18) years of age or older..
•	 Certifications - refers to the child abuse history clearance statement; the state  
criminal background check; and where applicable, the federal criminal history  
background check, required by the Child Protective Services Law. 
•	Direct contact - the care, supervision, guidance or control of children and routine 
interaction with children.
•	Routine interaction - regular and repeated contact that is integral to a person’s  
volunteer responsibilities. 
•	Volunteer - any adult individual who voluntarily provides services without receiving 
compensation from the District and who does any of the following:
• Is working under the supervision of and in direct contact or close proximity of a 
School District employee while performing his/her volunteer services.
• Does not provide direct services to students or have unsupervised contact with  
students.
• Is reasonably likly to have direct contact with students while performing his/her  
volunteer services with or without direct supervision of a School District employee. 
• Directly supervises or instrucs students engaged in an activity or may, from time to 
time, be reasonably expected to have unsupervised contact with students.

•	Chaperones - adult individuals who accompany a school group on a school sponsored 
activity, who may assume supervisory responsibilities for some or all of the children in 
attendance. 

•	Visitors - a parent/guardian, adult resident, educator, official or other individual who 
is not a school employee or independent contractor, and who visits a school or attends 
or participates in an event or activity at a school, but whose role is less substantial than 
would be sufficient to meet the definition of volunteer/chaperone for the purposes of 
this policy. 

Provisions of the policy:

• Supervision of volunteers/chaperones is the responsibility of the building principal, 
classroom teacher, coach or activity sponsor. 
• All volunteers/chaperones shall follow te “visitors’ procedures” as established for the 
specific building in which the volunteer/chaperone will serve.

• Any person wishing to serve as a volunteer/chaperone within the School District must 
be registered by the Personnel Office prior to participating as a volunteer/chaperone.

• All volunteers/chaperones must submit clearances as of July 1, 2015. This is in  
compliance with Act 158, signed into law on October 22, 2014. 

• All required clearances shall be provided in the form and manner proscribed by the law 
and must not be dated more than one (1) year prior to the date of the school’s approval 
of the volunteer/chaperone. The cost to procure the clearances shall be the  
responsibility of the volunteer/chaperone. 

• The responsibility to keep clearances updated rests upon the volunteer or chaperone. 

• The following certifictions are to be submitted to the Personnel Office by the individual 
being permitted to volunteer:

• PA State Police Criminal History Certification

• PA Child Abuse History Certification

• Federal Criminal History Report or Affidavit if volunteer has lived in the  
Commonwealth of PA for at least the last 10 years. 

• Disclosure Statement for Volunteers - which is a statement swearing or affirming the 
applicant has not been disqualified from service by reason of conviction of designated 
criminal offenses or being listed as the perpetrator in a founded report of child abuse. 

• A student, 18 years of age or older, who is volunteering for an event or activity 
sponsored by the school in which the student is enrolled and occurring on the school’s 
grounds, shall not be required to submit certifications except when the event or activity 
is for children in the care of a childcare service or the student will otherwise be  
responsible for the welfare of a child. 

• No volunteer/chaperone shall be permitted access to confidential student  
information unless the supervisor has determined that such access is necessary for the 
volunteer/chaperone to fulfill his/her responsibilities. Volunteer/chaperones with access 
to confidential student information shall mainain the confidentiality of that information 
in accordance with district policies and procedures and applicable law. 

• Prior to participting in student activities, volunteers shall undergo a test for  
tuberculosis, when required by and in accordance with the regulations and guidance of 
the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

• Volunteers/chaperones shall report to the Superintendent or designee, in writing, 
within 72 hours, an arrest or conviction required to be reported by law or notification 
that the volunteer/chaperone has been named as a perpetrator in a founded or indicated 
report pursuant to the Child Protective Services Law. 

• All volunteers who have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is the victim of child 
abuse shall make a report of suspected child abuse, verbally or in writing, to the building 
principal or the Supervisor of Pupil Services who will guide the volunteer in the proper 
reporting procedures in accordance with applicable law, Board policy and dministrative 
regulations. 

• Each volunteer/chaperone shall affirm in writing that s/he has been provided with a 
copy of, has read, understands and agrees to comply with this policy. 
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Volunteering at Keystone Oaks
Parental involvement is a critical component of a child’s education and the Keystone Oaks School District 
values the thousands of hours that parents and other members of the community volunteer at sporting 
events, on field trips and in the classroom. 

A new Pennsylania law, enacted in October 2014, places new requirements on anyone who volunteers 
their time in a school district to have the State Police Clearance (Act 34) and the Child Abuse Clearance 
(Act 151) on file in the District’s Personnel Office. Additionally, volunteers must either have the FBI  
Clearance (fingerprinting) OR, if they have lived in Pennsylvania for at least 10 consecurtve years, a  
notarized  Volunteer Clearance Exception Disclosure Statement. 

This law took effect July 1, 2015 and also requires that volunteers renew their clearances every 60 
months. 

Complete instructions on applying for and submitting the required clearances are available on the 
“Parents” section of the District’s website, www.kosd.org. 

The State Police Clearance and Child Abuse Clearance are free for volunteers. Any fees associated with 
the FBI Clearance or the notarized Volunteer Clearance Exception Disclosure Statement are the  
responsiblility of the volunteer. 

Once the clearances are verified and on file in the Keystone Oaks School District Personnel Office,  
volunteers will have their photos taken for a District-issued photo identification, which must be worn at 
all events in which an individual is volunteering. 

To make arrangements to have your photo taken for a Volunteer ID Badge, please e-mail KO School 
Resource	Officer	John	Bruner	at	bruner@kosd.org. 

 
Get Involved! 

There are plenty of opportunities to get involved in your child’s  
education, no matter their grade level. Contact the individuals below 

for more details:

Aiken Elementary PFO 
Krysten Fingers 
parentoutreachaiken@gmail.com 
Meeting Dates: 9/10, 10/8, 11/12, 1/14, 2/11, 3/10, 4/14.  
6:30 p.m. Aiken Library.

Dormont Elementary PFO 
Co-Presidents: 
Cary Causey & Lisa Bianchi    
dormontelementarypfo@yahoo.com 
Meeting dates: 9/14, 10/12, 11/9, 12/14, 1/11, 2/8, 3/8, 4/12, 
5/10. 7 p.m. Dormont Elementary Librrary.

Myrtle Elementary PFO 
Lisa Shartle, President 
myrtlepfo@gmail.com  
Meeting dates: 3rd Monday each month starting 9/21. 7 p.m. 
Myrtle Large Cafeteria. 

Middle School PFO 
Joell Minford, President  |  412-952-4475 
Meeting dates: 3rd Wednesday each month. 6:30 p.m. Middle 
School Library. 

Athletic Booster Groups 
Mark Elphinstone, Athletic Director 
elphinstone@kosd.org 
412-571-6046

Band Boosters (Keystone Oaks Parents Society) 
Cathy Zaharko, President 
412-341-7806 
kopspresident@gmail.com

 

 
Co-Council Works with Administration, Parent Groups to Share Ideas & Reources 
Co-Council is a group of volunteers that works with the four Parent-Faculty Organizations and  
administration to share ideas and resources. The purpose of Co-council is to bring about communication 
and cooperation between the school administration and representatives of all parent faculty  
organizations in the school district.  Co-council is governed by a President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer. 

Below is the schedule of Co-Council meetings for the 2016-2017 school year. Topics will be announced 
prior to the meeting date and will be posted on the District’s website, but typically include a  
presentation from a District Administrator and a discussion of PFO activities. A representative from each 
of the 4 PFO’s reports on what is happening in their building/PFO. Meetings are open to families with 
students in the District and participation is encouraged. 

For more information about Co-Council, please contact Janet Domalik, President, at jan_dan@verizon.
net.

Thursday, September 15, 2016  9:00 am

Thursday, November 10, 2016  9:00 am  

Thursday, March 16, 2017  9:00 am

Thursday, April 27, 2017   9:00 am

Monday, May 22, 2017   7:00 pm  PFO Induction Dinner
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Important Dates for the 2016-2017 School Year

Be sure to visit 
www.kosd.org 

for the most  
up-to-date  
Calendar of 

Events and to 
send events  

directly to your  
Outlook, 

Google or  
iCalendar. 

August
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

September
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

October
SU M TU W TH F SA

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

November
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

December
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

January
SU M TU W TH F SA
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

February
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28

March
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

April
SU M TU W TH F SA

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

May
SU M TU W TH F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

June
SU M TU W TH F SA

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

First & Last Student Day

No School for Students (Inservice)

No School for Students (Holidays)

 
Make-Up 

Days 

1.  Monday, 
February 20, 
2017

2. Thursday, 
April 13, 2017

3. Monday,  
April 17, 2017

4. Tuesday, 
May 16, 2017
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Key High School & District Event Dates
 

Report Period Deadlines
The grade submission deadlines for the 
2016-2017 school year are as follows:

First Report Period

Sept. 29: Poor Work Notices 

Nov. 2: First Report Period Ends 

Nov. 8: Grades Due 

Nov. 14: Report Card Distribution 

Second Report Period

Dec. 9:  Poor Work Notices 

Jan. 20: Report Period Ends 

Jan. 24: Grades Due  

Jan. 27: Report Card Distribution 
 

 
Third Report Period

Feb. 24:  Poor Work Notices 

March 24: Report Period Ends 

March 31: Grades Due

April 7: Report Card Distribution 

Fourth Report Period

May 5: Poor Work Notices 

June 5: Report Period Ends 

June 8: Grades Due

June 14:  Report Card Distribution 

PSSA Testing Dates for 2016-2017
Assessment Dates Grades
English Language Arts April 3-7, 2017 Grades 3-8
Mathematics April 24-28, 2017 Grades 3-8
Science May 1-5, 2017 Grades 4 and 8
Make-up May 8-12, 2017

Keystone Exams Testing Dates for 2016-2017
Dates Exam
Winter:

Wave 1: December 5-16, 2016 Algebra I, Biology, Literature
Wave 2: January 9-23, 2017 Algebra I, Biology, Literature

Spring:
May 15-26, 2017 Algebra I, Biology, Literature

New Student Orientation
Aug. 24, 9 a.m.

Open House 
Sept. 14, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

College Fair 
Sept. 14, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

School Picture Day 
Sept. 21

Homecoming 
Oct. 7

School Picture Make-Ups 
Oct. 19

Art Show & Band/Chorus Concert 
Dec. 8, 7 p.m.
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The School Lunch Program
Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! The Keystone 
Oaks Food Service Department is committed to providing 
healthy and well-balanced meals for your child(ren). We 
anticipate another exciting year for the cafeteria with 
a focus on health, wellness and good nutrition and will 
continue to offer a large variety of quality food choices in 
the cafeteria. 

Freshly prepared, nutritious lunches will be provided 
daily. The District’s program follows the nutritional  
requirements of the National School Lunch Program and 
the District’s Wellness Policy. This ensures that lunches 
meet the nutritional standards set forth by the  
Pennsylvania Department of Education.  

Breakfast & Lunch Prices for 2016-2017
Elementary Breakfast: $1.15 
Elementary Lunch: $2.25 
Secondary Breakfast: $1.25 
Secondary Lunch: $2.35

Your child(ren) may qualify for free meals or for reduced 
price meals. Reduced price is $0.30 for breakfast and 
$0.40 for lunch. See below on how to apply for the Free &  
Reduced Lunch Program. 

Free & Reduced Lunch Program 
Keystone Oaks families are encouraged to apply for the 
Free & Reduced School Lunch Program, or check their 
eligibility status if they have received this benefit in the 
past, through Pennsylvania’s online COMPASS program. All 
first-time and renewal applications should be submitted 
online; a paper application will only be provided as a last 
resort when a family does not have access to a computer. 

Families can log on to www.compass.state.pa.us and set 
up a new account or log on as a new user. Families are  
encouraged to check their eligibility status before the 
start of the 2016-2017 school year. If a student was 
eligible for Free & Reduced Lunch during the 2015-2016 
school year, that eligibility will be applied until October 
15, 2016. 

For questions, please call 1-800-692-7462.

Cafeteria Point of Sale System – Meals Plus 
The Food Service Department uses a computer debit  
system that allows parent(s) / guardian(s) to prepay for 
their child’s lunches. Students will enter their personal  
identification number (PIN) to pay for their lunch. Since 
your child will have the same number throughout their 

years at KO, it is important that you help your child to 
memorize this number. The cashier will see the student’s 
name and picture to ensure the correct student is using 
the account.  There are a number of methods that can be 
used to pay for lunches: 

• Online payment is available through Lunchprepay.
com. For more information about the pre-pay system, 
please visit the “Food Service” section of the  
District’s website, www.kosd.org. 

• Checks may be sent to the Food Service Department 
located in each school. 

• Please list the student’s name, ID # and school 
on the check.

• Checks must be made payable to Keystone Oaks 
School District and should be sent to the atten-
tion of the Keystone Oaks Food Service Depart-
ment. 

• Any remaining balance at the end of the school 
year will carry forward to the following school 
year.

• You may send one check for 2 or more students  
provided they are in the same school. If you have 
children in different schools, you must send separate 
checks for each child. Please be specific about the 
student’s name and building. 

Lunch Menus 
Lunch menus and nutritional information are available 
on the “Food Service” section of the District’s web site, 
www.kosd.org.

About School Lunches

• Elementary lunches include one entrée choice, fruits 
and vegetables and one 8 ounce 1% white or fat free 
flavored milk. After choosing their main entrée, the 
child will be able to choose two of the following: 
fresh fruits, fresh vegetables and/or assorted juices. 

• Please note that any snack items are extra and are 
not included in the school lunch price. If your child is 
purchasing milk only, he/she will still need to get in 
the lunch line.

• Secondary school lunches will include one entrée, two 
fruits and/or two vegetable side items and one 1% 
white, skim or fat free flavored milk. USDA regula-

tions require every meal to include a fruit or  
vegetable. Up to five items can be selected for a 
school lunch, a minimum of three are required. 

• When your child reaches the cashier, they must enter 
their student ID into a keypad resembling an ATM  
keypad.  After punching the ENTER button, their 
picture appears on the cashier’s monitor to verify the 
students identity. The price of their school lunch, and 
an extra items, is deducted from your child’s ac-
count. If you DO NOT want your child to purchase any 
extras, have any special requests or allergy concerns 
please  
contact the Food Service Office. We have the  
capability to write comments on your child’s screen 
so the cashier can monitor your requests and the 
items your child purchases. 

• If a student’s account is depleted and he/she  
forgets lunch money, the system is designed to allow 
a student to charge a meal that day to ensure that 
no student will go without eating; however negative 
balances must be paid in full immediately. Please 
note that students must have money on their lunch 
account to purchase ala carte items or snacks,  
including a second milk, water, snacks, or ice cream.

Unlimited Fresh Fruits & Vegetables Program 
During the 2014-2015 school year, the Food Services  
Department introduced the Farm to Fork Program.  
Keystone Oaks now partners with local farms and  
growers to provide fresh locally grown produce to  
students. In line with this program, the District also offers 
an Unlimited Fresh Fruits & Vegetables Program to  
students. Any student who purchases a complete lunch 
(protein, starch, milk, fruit or vegetable) is able to  
receive an unlimited amount of fresh fruits and/or 
vegetables with their lunch. Offerings change daily, but 
typically include baby carrots, cherry tomatoes, cucumber 
slices, broccoli, apples, pears, and mandarin oranges. 

The Unlimited Fresh Fruits & Vegetables Program is a 
great way for students to fill up on nutritious foods and 
to limit the number of snacks that are purchased at an 
additional cost. 
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Electronic Newsletter
Don’t miss out on important news and  
upcoming events! Sign up for the District’s 
weekly e-newsletter and you’ll receive a  
customized newsletter in your inbox each  
Sunday. 

Parents/guardians, students and members of 
the community can sign up for the newsletter 
by clicking the “E-Newsletter” link on the  
homepage of the District’s website. 

Those who sign up will be able to customize 
their preferences as to which news and events 
they would like to receive (Dormont  
Elementary & Middle School, for example). 
Each week, those who have signed up will  
receive a newsletter directly in the e-mail  
inbox, customized with the news and events 
they signed up to receive. 

This is a great way to ensure that you are  
receiving news that is important to you and 
your child and that it is all in one place and  
delivered in a reliable, consistent format. 

 
Social Media
The Keystone Oaks School District uses several 
social media outlets to share important news 
and updates, photos and videos. Be sure to 
“like” and “follow” Keystone Oaks on the  
following platforms:

 
Facebook users can receive Keystone Oaks 
School District information in their News 
Feed by logging in to Facebook, searching 
“Keystone Oaks School,” and clicking “Like.” 
Information regarding district and community 
events, news articles, photos, videos and 
other information is posted daily.

Keystone Oaks distributes news and  
information through Twitter. Follow  
@KOGoldenEagles on Twitter by visiting  
http://twitter.com/KOGoldenEagles. Follow-
ers can set up their preferences to receive 
tweets via text message. 

Follow Keystone Oaks on Instagram at  
keystone_oaks. Instagram is a free,  
photo-sharing program and social network 
that allows users to take a photo and share it 
with other users. Download the free app on 
your smartphone or tablet today.

Subscribe to KOGoldenEagles on YouTube. 
Keystone Oaks posts videos of various events 
and activities that occur throughout the 

school year.

School Messenger
Keystone Oaks School District utilizes the  
web-based automated call system School  
Messenger to contact parents/guardians with 
information regarding school delays or  
cancellations, school emergencies,  
reminders about days when school is closed, 
as well as other items. This is the District’s 
primary communication vehicle for the  
delivery of emergency information to parents 
and staff via phone, email and/or text  
message. 

Parents/guardians are provided with log-in  
credentials upon registering their child and 
can	customize	their	profile	to	include	 
multiple home and cell phone numbers and 
e-mails addresses to which messages can be 
sent. 

It is the responsibility of parents to keep the  
information in their SchoolMessenger  
accounts up-to-date so they are certain to 
receive emergency messages. 

For questions about logging into your  
SchoolMessenger account, please contact 
Technology Director Aaron Smith at  
asmith@kosd.org or 412-571-6003. 
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Board of School Directors Meetings
The School Board will hold their monthly meetings 
on the second and third Tuesdays, beginning at 7 
p.m. in the Board Room. The meeting schedule for 
the 2016-2017 school year is as follows:
August 9, 2016  Work Session 
August 16, 2016  Business/Legislative Meeting

September 13, 2016 Work Session 
September 20, 2016 Business/Legislative Meeting

October 11, 2016  Work Session 
October 18, 2016  Business/Legislative Meeting

November 15, 2016 Work Session 
November 22, 2016 Work Session 
 
December 6, 2016 Reorganization/Work Session 
December 13, 2016 Business/Legislative Meeting

January 10, 2017  Work Session 
January 17, 2017  Business/Legislative Meeting

February 14, 2017 Work Session 
February 21, 2017 Business/Legislative Meeting

March 14, 2017  Work Session 
March 21, 2017  Business/Legislative Meeting

April 11, 2017  Work Session 
April 18, 2017  Business/Legislative Meeting

May 9, 2017  Work Session 
May 23, 2017  Business/Legislative Meeting

June 20, 2017  Work Session 
June 27, 2017  Business/Legislative Meeting

Additionally, the Board holds a number of committee meetings each 
month. The public is invited to attend these meetings to learn about 
ongoing and upcoming projects and to provide input on topics such as 
education, finances, facilities, policies, technology, athletics and  
communication. Committee meetings can be found on the calendar on 
the District’s website. Additionally, committee meeting agendas and 
notes can be found under the “School Board” section of the website.

Board of School Directors
Patricia Anne Shaw, President 
shaw@kosd.org 
Community: Castle Shannon

Raeann Lindsey, Vice President 
lindsey@kosd.org 
Community: Castle Shannon

Robert Brownlee 
brownlee@kosd.org 
Community: Dormont

Matthew Cesario 
cesario@kosd.org 
Community: Green Tree

Neely Crowell 
crowell@kosd.org 
Community: Dormont

David Hommrich 
hommrich@kosd.org 
Community: Green Tree

Donald Howard 
howard@kosd.org 
Community: Castle Shannon

Theresa Lydon 
lydon@kosd.org 
Community: Green Tree

Kristen Pauchnik 
pauchnik@kosd.org 
Community: Dormont

District Administration
Dr. William Stropkaj - Superintendent 
stropkaj@kosd.org; 412-571-6005 
 
Shannon Varley - Director of Curriculum,  
 Instruction, Assessment & Staff  
 Development 
varley@kosd.org; 412-571-6004 
 
Charmaine Masztak - Administrative Assistant to 
the Superintendent, Director of CIA&SD and  
 Assistant Board Secretary 
masztak@kosd.org; 412-571-6005 
 
Sharon Gologram - Director of Fiscal Services 
gologram@kosd.org; 412-571-6025 
 
Karen Wong - Personnel Secretary &  
 Administrative Assistant to the Director of  
 Fiscal Services 
wong@kosd.org; 412-571-6010

 
Desiree Burns - Supervisor of Special Education 
burns@kosd.org; 412-571-6083 
 
Suzanne Lochie - Coordinator of Pupil Personnel 
lochie@kosd.org; 412-571-6013 
 
Aaron Smith - Director of Technology 
asmith@kosd.org; 412-571-6003 
 
Chris Swickline - Director of Buildings, Grounds &  
 Transportation 
swickline@kosd.org; 412-571-2560 
 
Sarah Welch - Coordinator of Communications &  
 Public Relations 
welch@kosd.org; 412-571-6020 
 
Kevin Lloyd - Director of Food Services 
klloyd@kosd.org; 412-571-6059 
 
John Bruner - School Resource Officer 
bruner@kosd.org; 412-571-6248 
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