AP Language

Summer Assignment

Argument/Evidence/Commentary

In order to improve your outside knowledge and prepare for writing commentary, you will be assigned to read and respond to The NY Times room for debate articles (https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate). You will go to the NY Times site and select two articles of your choosing and respond to the articles. You may select from the articles under the title “Room for Debate” or you can search for a topic of your own in the search bar. Try to select articles from 2016 to present. You must give your own argument as a response to the article that you have read. When I say argument, I mean your position; this is not a persuasive essay or a debate paper. Each opinion that you write should include your own argument, evidence to support your argument (this is NOT researching the topic but provide examples that you already know), and commentary that explains your reasoning. These will be due when you return to school. You can print your papers on your own or send your papers to turnitin.com. Enter at turnitin.com class ID is	213709203 and the password is APLang .

Try to keep in mind the following when writing your responses.

A.	Make sure your argument statement (thesis, position) is clear and you maintain focus in your essay. B.	Use your evidence to support your argument.
C.	Commentary may be:


1. A critical challenge to one or more aspects of the focal article, arguing for a position other than that taken in the focal article.
2. An elaboration or extension of the position taken in the focal article, basically sympathetic to the position taken in the focal article but pushing the argument further.
3. An application of a theoretical or methodological perspective that sheds light on the issues addressed in the focal article.
4. A reflection on the writer's experiences in applying the issues addressed in the focal article, in particular health and well-being settings.
5. A comment on the applicability of the issues raised in the focal article to other settings, or to other cultures.


*General commentary list for argument paper and article assignment: Current events, history, science, literature, arts, pop culture, politics, and technology.


D. commentary may NOT be:
1.	A summary of what focal article states. 2. A summary of the author’s position.
3. A summary of author’s use of an application. 4. A summary of the author’s reflection.
5. A summary of a comment in the focal article.


In other words……Do not write a Summary.


E. Before you turn in your paper please highlight or underline the following 1. Your argument statement.	“A”
2. An example of evidence and commentary	“E 1” and “C 1”
3. A second example of evidence and commentary	“E 2” and “C 2”


Good luck and enjoy your summer. If you need to contact me, please do at bogdanski@kosd.org.

